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To the Legislative Council of Government of WA,

I am a Catholic and are very much against any changes being made to the breaking of the
"act of confessional seal "between a priest and someone confessing to their priest full
stop.

The role of my priest at the church I go to is to hear mass and pray , receive the
sacraments and also hear my confession, to help me understand on what I have done
wrong, but also to absolve me of all my sins that I have done. This is an act that has been
passed down for over the last 2000 years that our Lord Jesus Christ gave power to all his
apostles( our priests) for them to do to help us to be as one with our Lord Jesus by helping
us and to receiving his grace by confessing our sins and amending our lives for in a better
way in the eyes of our Lord Jesus, the Catholic church and for our families ,friends and
society in general. That is to do the wright things in life and obey the laws of God the
Father and Jesus Christ and for the state of WA as well and not break the law.

Along with this our parish priest is more than just a priest, he is our friend. He is always
there to listen and help with any problems he can you have in your life especially with
what is going on in the world today with the pandemic and there being so much misery.

Our priest is our spiritual leader, he is our way of direct contact to our Lord Jesus Christ.
With dumbing down our priests roles and responsibilities and taking away his power and
the "act of breaking a confessional seal" is a very bad and severe SIN in the eyes of our
Lord Jesus and the laws of the catholic church that only the Holy See in the Vatican has the
power to do and not the WA government at all. By breaking this seal and doing this you
would damn our priests to "hell" in the eyes of the catholic church and us. This is the law in
the Catholic church-our "Dogma and Catechism laws" we stand by this and believe in this
and it is passed down by our Lord Jesus on who we obey always. I for one do not want to
go to a place like hell when I die and I would very much want to make sure my parish priest
does not go there as well.

We were closed down for months by the WA government due to the pandemic and are
still limited in regards to going to our church to this day still???We did not have access to
the sacraments, confession or even going into our church to pray quietly. We were
classified as NON-ESSENTIAL in the eyes of the government but liquor bottle shops were
considered essential. Work that one out , I can't believe me. The WA government does not
have the power to stop you practicing our religious beliefs at all and will never be able to
as well, but you did the WA government? Why did you do this to us Catholics?? How can
you say practising my religious belief is NOT ESSENTAIL? Shame on you and that's all I can
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General   Informa�on  


1. The   Amendment   Bill   introduces   mandatory   repor�ng   of   child   sexual   abuse   for   priests,   even   if   the  
informa�on   is   disclosed   during   a   Confession.  


2. The   Bill   is   being   reviewed   by   the   Legisla�on   Commi�ee.   Submission   is   open   �ll   Friday   24   Jul   2020.  
3. This   Brief   Fact   Sheet   helps   individuals   and   groups   prepare   submissions   to   the   Legisla�on   Commi�ee.  
4. Submissions   should   be   well-argued,   well-referenced   and   factual.   Personal   stories   are   also   powerful.   It   is  


enough   to   concentrate   on   just   one   point,   something   that   is   most   important   to   you.   Just   a   few   sentences  
can   speak   volumes.   Be   polite,   do   not   a�ack   a   poli�cian   or   the   Government,   just   address   the   issue.  


5. Go   to   the   end   of   this   Fact   Sheet   for   some   useful   links.  
 


 
 
1. Survivors   use   the   Confession   to   seek   healing   and   jus�ce.  
 
Many   survivors   of   child   sexual   abuse   have   said   that   the   confessional   remains   the   only   safe   place   they   can   easily  
access   without   cost,   to   seek   healing   and   support   about   their   trauma.  
 
“I   was   a   suicidal   teenager.   I   had   no   one   to   turn   to   who   would   let   me   talk   at   my   pace   and   respect   my   need   at   that  
�me   for   u�er   privacy.   It   was   the   kindness   and   empathy   of   a   Catholic   priest   that   literally   saved   my   life.”  


James   Parker,   a   child   sexual   abuse   survivor  
 
“We   the   abuse   vic�ms   are   being   frightened   away   from   going   to   confession.   …   The   thought   of   loosing   [sic]   the  
security   and   safety   of   the   Seal   of   Confession   brings   me   to   tears.   Where   else   do   I   turn?   Where   else   will   provide   me  
with   what   I   need   to   begin   the   process   to   inner   healing?”  


SM,   a   child   sexual   abuse   survivor  
 
 
2. The   Amendment   Bill   is   limi�ng   implementa�on   of   mandatory   repor�ng   to   only   one   of   the   five   groups  


recommended   by   the   Royal   Commission.   There   is   a   lack   of   consulta�on   with   key   stakeholders.  
 
The   Royal   Commission   recommended   mandatory   repor�ng   for   five   groups   of   professions,   including   psychologists,  
school   counsellors   and   ministers   of   religion.   In   her   speech   to   the   Legisla�ve   Assembly   on   28   Nov   2019,   Minister  
Simone   McGurk   stated   a   number   of   important   facts:  


● Of   the   five   groups   recommended   by   the   Royal   Commission,   ministers   of   religion   are   the   only   group   singled  
out   by   the   Amendment   Bill   for   mandatory   repor�ng.  


● That   only   a   very   limited   consulta�on   has   been   conducted,   involving   a   number   of   Aborginal   organisa�ons  
and   37   wri�en   submissions.  


 
Mandatory   repor�ng   impacts   most   on   the   prac�ce   of   the   Confessional   Seal   in   Catholic   and   Orthodox   Churches.  
Many   survivors   currently   use   the   Confession   as   a   safe   space   for   counseling,   support   and   healing.   The   Catholic  
Church,   Orthadox   Churches   and   survivor   groups   have   all    not    been   contacted   during   the   consulta�on   process.   The  
grossly   inadequate   consulta�on   with   key   stakeholders   will   have   serious   unintended   consequences.  
 
 


 







3. The   breaking   of   the   Confessional   Seal   is   a   change   that   is   not   open   to   the   Australian   Catholic   Church   to   make.  
The   Holy   See   in   Rome   has   that   authority.   The   Royal   Commission’s   Recommenda�on   16.26   has   not   been  
adequately   explored.  


 
The   Royal   Commission   recommended   that   the   Australian   Catholic   Church   seeks   clarifica�on   from   the   Holy   See   on  
“whether   informa�on   received   from   a   child   during   the   sacrament   of   reconcilia�on   that   they   had   been   sexually  
abused   would   be   covered   by   the   seal   of   confession”;   and   “whether   absolu�on   could   and   should   be   withheld   if   a  
person   confessed   to   perpetra�ng   child   sexual   abuse,   un�l   they   report   themselves   to   civil   authori�es”.  


Royal   Commission   into   Ins�tu�onal   Responses   to   Child   Sexual   Abuse,   Final   Report:   Volume   16,   Religious  
ins�tu�ons   Book   1,   p   77  


 
The   Seal   of   Confession   is   a   universal   church   law   that   the   Australian   Church   does   not   have   the   authority   to   alter.  
The   Royal   Commission’s   Recommenda�on   16.26   could   afford   the   Australian   Church   a   level   of   flexibility   and   the  
priest   a   level   of   discre�on   when   confronted   with   the   revela�on   of   child   sexual   abuse   during   the   Confession.   It  
should   form   an   important   part   of   the   consulta�on   process   between   the   Government   and   the   Church.  
 
  
4. Pedophilles   very   rarely   confess   their   sin   and   crime   in   the   Confession.   And   if   they   do,   the   Confession   presents  


an   opportunity   to   reform   the   offenders.  
 
“Anecdotally   it   seems   that   most   priests   have   rarely,   if   ever,   had   the   sin   and   crime   of   sexual   abuse   confessed   to  
them.   …    They   are   unlikely   to   confess   something   about   which   they   do   not   feel   guilty.”  


Pastoral   Le�er   by   Archbishop   Timothy   Costelloe   of   Perth,   18   May   2020  
 
 
5. Mandatory   repor�ng   places   all   Catholic   and   Orthodox   priests   in   a   dilemma,   infringing   on   the   free   prac�ce   of  


religion  
 
The   Amendment   Bill   requires   the   bishops   and   priests   to   violate   the   law   of   the   Universal   Church,   causing   them   to  
be   automa�cally   dismissed   from   their   office   according   to   church   law.   This   places   an   unacceptably   high   cost   on   all  
bishops   and   priests   in   WA,   and   in   turn   infringes   on   the   free   prac�ce   of   religion   in   our   State.  
 
 
6. Exis�ng   and   Other   Possible   Measures   to   Safeguard   Children  
 
The   Catholic   Archdiocese   of   Perth   has   implemented   exemplary   measures   in   the   safeguarding   of   children.   Its  
successful   Safeguarding   Programme   has   been   adopted   as   a   model   across   Catholic   Dioceses   across   Australia.   No  
other   organisa�on   outside   the   Catholic   Church   of   Australia   has   as   comprehensive   and   as   large-scale   a   programme  
for   the   safeguarding   of   children.   Instead   of   forcing   the   Church   to   implement   mandatory   repor�ng,   which   is  
beyond   its   power   to   do,   the   Government   should   instead   consult   and   work   collabora�vely   with   the   Church   to  
implement   and   improve   prac�ces   that   are   within   the   Church’s   power   to   implement.  
 


 
 
Useful   links  
Online   submission  
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Detailed   Fact   Sheet  
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say about this. Now again the WA government you are coming after the catholic church
again to try and change the laws of breaking the "act of confessional seal". Why do you
continually keep on harassing the catholic church? We are all law-abiding Western
Australians and do not do anything wrong, pay our bills and live in peace.

The WA government has already done its damage by closing our parishes during the
pandemic more than what you think, believe me!!!  

I implore you to the powers to be ,please vote against any changes that certain people are
trying to legislate at the moment and please leave the "act of confessional seal" between
the priest and the person confessing unchanged as this is so important to a believer in my
Lord Jesus Christ and the Holy Roman Catholic Church always.

I have attached a fact sheet to prove with what actually happens in a confession for your
information to help with your decision and again I implore you to please do not make any
changes to our beautiful "Holy Mother Church" and I thank you for your time.

Regards
Justin Airey- Catholic believer.
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